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INTRODUCTION 




The A303 trunk road forms a strategic link betwer ' - ■ ondon, the M3 and the south- 
west of England. Much of the route has alread'/ bfcen rnproved to dual carriageway 
and schemes are being developed for the remaining sections. 



This brochure explains the proposals for the section of the A303 between Amesbury 
and Berwick Down in order that you can give us your views on the alternatives 
currently under consideration. An exhibition has also ^een arranged so that you 
can consider the alternatives in more detail. Information about the exhibition is 
given on the back of the brochure. 
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THE PROBLEM 

ill mum I II XefT luH# liHia mmm I W I 



There is already a high volume of traffic using the A303 and this is expected to 

increase in the future. If the road is not improved, congestion will get worse as 
there are no suitable alternatives for this traffic. 



The section of the A303 between Amesbury and Berwick Down runs through a 
World Heritage Site and passes close to Stonehenge and other important 
archaeological features. This makes the area one of special environmental 
sensitivity with international significance. 



It is proposed to build a new dual carriageway to replace the existing road between 
Amesbury and Berwick Down. This will not only solve the problems caused by 
increasing traffic levels but will also provide the opportunity to improve the setting 
of Stonehenge by making the new road less intrusive. The scheme would remove 
traffic from Winterbourne Stoke and reduce conflict between local and long distance 
traffic. 
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TRAFFIC 



High traffic flows, intensified during 
the summer months and at 
weekends, cause congestion along 
much of this section of the A303. 
Particular problems occur at 
Longbarrow Cross Roads, through 
Winterbourne Stoke and where the 
road changes from dual to single 
carriageway at Amesbury and 
Berwick Down. 



Significant numbers of accidents 
occur at the junctions with the A344 
at Stonehenge Bottom and the 
A360 at Longbarrow Cross Roads, 

and through Winterbourne Stoke. 



The A303 currently offers a more 
direct route for traffic from London 
to the south-west than using the M4 
and M5. 



The upgrading of this section to 
dual carriageway should roduc.e 
congestion and accidents. 
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The western half of the new road 
would provide a by-pass for 
Winterbourne Stoke. This would 
lead to a significant environmental 
improvement in the village with 
most of the traffic being removed. 



Studies have shown that a route to 
the north of Winterbourne Stoke 
would cause less damage to the 
landscape, archaeology and 
ecology than a route to the south. 
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Possible Routes 



End of Route Sections 



Possible Full Junction 



Possible Limited Junction 



Existing Roads 
World Heritage Site 
National Trust Land 



National Nature Reserve 



Site of Special Scientific 
Interest 



Winterbourne Stoke 
Conservation Area 



Existing Woodland 

Rivers 
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
ROUTES 



After initial studies several routes 
were considered sufficiently 
promising to be investigated. It 
was found that the red, blue, yellow 
and grey routes offered the best 
solution. 



These consultation routes have 
been developed in enough detail to 
be identified as possible alignments 
although they may be refined at a 
later stage in the light of detailed 
design or comments received from 
this consultation. Therefore the 
plan shows only the approximate 
location of the options. 



The full scheme can be provided by 
any combination of red or blue 
Section 1, red or blue Section 2, 
and yellow or grey. 
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Effect on Archaeology 






Slicjht damage to eaily field syslaiiis 



No ellecJ on any rncordod remains 
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The area around Stonehenge is 
one of the richest archaeological 
landscapes in England. The routes 
under consideration have been 
developed on the basis of avoiding 
damage to archaeological sites 
where possible. The scheme 
would also provide the opportunity 
to improve the setting of 
Stonehenge. A thorough study has 
been made of ail recorded 
archaeological information 
including an enhanced survey of 
aerial photographs. Initial fieldwork 
has been undertaken. Further 
detailed fieldwork is likely to be 
necessary once the preferred route 
is determined. 






i: 



W 






STONEHENGE 
VISITORS’ CENTRE 

English Heritage have submitted a 
planning application for a new 
visitors’ centre for Stonehenge. 

This planning application includes 
a proposal to close the A344 from 
Airman’s Corner to Stonehenge 
Bottom. As the outcome of this 
application is not known, both 
alternative routes proposed for the 
improvement of the A303 have 
been developed so that they could 
ho built with the A344 either open 
or closed. 



JUNCTIONS 

In order to improve traffic flow and 
safety, access to the new road 
would be limited to a number of 
junctions designed to modern 
standards. Possible locations for 
these junctions are: 

- at Winterbourne Stoke to 
provide access to the village, 

- at Longbarrow Cross Roads 
to connect with the A360, and 

- at Stonehenge Bottom to 
connect with the A344 and 
existing A303. 




LANDSCAPE 













The landscape of the study area 
is dominated by rolling chalk 
downland of high scenic quality, 
all of which is designated a 
Special Landscape Area by 
Wiltshire County Council. 

This is characteristically an open 
landscape with long distance 
views. There are substantial 
blocks of woodland which form 
dramatic features in the open 
landscape. 

Archaeological features, especially 
those on the skyline, give the 
landscape a special visual quality. 

As well as the dry valleys typical 
of the chalk downland there are 
the more enclosed fertile and well 
vegetated valleys along the River 
Till and River Avon. 
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A large number of possible routes were considered, running as far north as Larkhill 
and as far south as Stapleford. It was possible to discard many of these routes 
for the following reasons: 

major impact on the landscape or on archaeological sites 
major impact on ecologically important sites 
major impact on residential properties 
constraints of MOD operational interests 
poor economic return 

Those routes still under consideration are shown on the plan inside this brochure. 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Before selecting a preferred route for the new road, we are seeking the views of 
the public, local authorities and other interested bodies. 

You can help by giving us your views on the routes shown or by suggesting an 
alternative route. You can do this by completing the enclosed prepaid 
questionnaire. 

The questionnaire can be handed in at the exhibition or returned to the Department 
of Transport in Bristol at the address overleaf. 
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EXI 




You are invited to attend an exhibition wher'e plans and information about the 
various routes wil! be on display. 




The exhibition will be held at : 

Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 

Admission is free 

REMEMBER ; WE NEED YOUR VIEWS! 



■f 
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Antrobus House, 

39 Salisbury Road, 
Amesbury. 



1 April 1993 

2 April 1993 

3 April 1993 



1 prn - 8pm 
1 0am ~ 8pm 
10am - 4pm 
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 



When the results of this consultation 
have been carefully considered, the 
Secretary of State for Transport wil! 
announce his preferred route which 
will then be developed in detail. 



Once the design has been completed, 
proposals will be published and a 
public inquiry may follow. 

The present consultation is in addition 
to any public inquiry which may occur 
and any comment you make now will 
not affect your right to object at a later 
stage. 



If you would like any further 
information, please write to the 
address below or ring Steven Self on 
Bristol (0272) 218941 









Further copies of this brochure and questionnaire can be obtained free of charge 
at the exhibition, from the Department of Transport at the address below or by 

telephoning (0272) 218941 



Department of Transport 
South West Construction Programme Division 
Ffoom 415 
Tollgate House 
Houlton Street 
Bristol BS2 9DJ 
Ji 
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Produced for 

the Department of Transport by: 
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Questionnaire 

A303 Amesbury to Berwick Down improvement 

Please read the consultation document, if possible visit the public exhibition and then 
answer the following questions : 



Bearing in mind the needs of the locality as a whole, which THREE of the following factors do you 
consider the most important in choosing a route? 



a Reducing traffic congestion and 
journey time 

b Minimising the effect on archaeology 
c Achieving the best value for money 
d Minimising the effect on the landscape 
e Minimising the effect on agriculture 
f Taking traffic away from Stonehenge 



g Improving road safety 

h Minimising the effect on wildlife 

i Minimising the effects of traffic 
on local residents 

j Any other factor: please give details 



Which route do you prefer? For each of the three sections shown below, please tick one box. 



RED ROUTE (Section 1) 
RED ROUTE (Section 2) 

YELLOW ROUTE 



or BLUE ROUTE (Section 1) 

or BLUE ROUTE (Section 2) 

or GREY ROUTE 



If you think any other route would be better, please describe it here giving reasons for your choice 
and if possible please attach a plan showing your route. 



4 YES NO 

Did you visit the exhibition? 



Did you find the exhibition helpful? 



Please give your name and address in block capitals ^h0n yoU hdVG COmpi©t©d 

this form, fold and post it 

to reach us as soon as 
possible and no later than 

30th May 1993 

The postage is already paid 

Thank You 



P.T.O. 
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Please use the space below for additional comments if you wish 




